
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Dr. Martin Luther 
For those who want to learn and  

Teach the basics of the Christian Faith 
 

Deaf Lutheran Missions 
Edited 2008 



 2 

 
 

Introduction:  
 
This Edition of Lutherôs Small Catechism is designed for use in t he teaching and guiding of Deaf 
people to understand what God has done for them.  Especially knowing and believing that Jesus 
died to forgive their sins.   
 
This material is a compilation by the Deaf Missions Task Force of work done by many sainted 
brothers through the years.  This Edition is produced by:  
 

Lutheran Deaf Mission - SW 
PO Box 1795 

Janesville, WI  53546 
 

The Lessons 
 
Each lesson contains a title picture that will visualize a story showing a key concept of the 
lesson.   
The student should fill in the question sheet at the end of each lesson to review  
We encourage the student to practice remembering the memory verses 
 
Each Lesson has a Home Practice page.  The Home Practice page helps you and me to know 
Godôs Word and be ready to share our faith.  Practice with your teacher too!  
God wants us to talk about our faith at all times (Deuteronomy 6:4 -7) 
 4  Israel, listen to me. The Lord is our God. The Lord is the one and only God. 5  Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Lov e him with all your strength.  
 6  The commandments I give you today must be in your hearts. 7  Make sure your children 
learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when you walk along the 
road. Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when you get up.  
 
God wants us to be ready to answer, explain to people our hope in Him (1 Peter 3:15)  
15  But make sure in your hearts that Christ is Lord. Always be ready to give an answer to 
anyone who asks you about the hope you have. Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it 
gently and with respect.  
 
 
Permissions granted for: 
 
Bible Verses are from the New International Readers Version - NIrV  
 
Pictures:    Copyright © Language Recordings Inc (Australia). Used by permission 
 
Work Sheets and charts:   Northwestern Publishing House.  Used by permission 

Milwaukee, WI 
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LESSON 1:  THE BIBLE ï GODôS WORD 
 

REMEMBER THIS PICTURE : 
 
HOW WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN ? 
 
The Bible is the best book because it is Godõs 
Word.  God picked the men who wrote the 
Bible.  God breathed into (inspired) them.  (2 
Timothy 3:16)  He put His Spirit in them.  
God led them in their writing so they wrote 
Godõs words.  All the words in the Bible are 
from God.  All the Bible is true.  
 
 
The Bible has two parts:    

 
Old Testament:  39 books; Written  before Jesus was born 
New Testament:  27 books; Written after Jesus was born. 

 
Inspiration :  Godõs thoughts & words given to man 
 
 
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?  TWO MOST IMPORTANT TH INGS I  NEED TO KNOW  
 
In the Bible God tells me:   
A.  Follow Him (Law)    B.  Go to heaven (Gospel). 
 
Á The Bible tells me that I am a sinner .  (LAW)  Romans 6:23a 
 
Á But the Bible also tells me that Jesus takes away all my sin and that He loves me.  

Jesus is my Savior !    (GOSPEL)   Romans 6:23b 
 

WHAT DOES GOD WANT US TO DO WIT H THE BIBLE? 
 
God wants me to study the Bibl e, believe it and obey what God tells me in His Word.  
 
 

BIBLE VERSES: 
 

2 Timothy 3:15-16 ð You have known the Holy Scriptures ever since you were a little child. They 
are able to teach you how to be saved by believing in Christ Jesus. God has breathed life into all 
of Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is 
useful for making our lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what is right.



Old  

Testament 

New 

Testament 

39 Books 27 Books 

 

Your Bible is 

really a Library ! 

Holy 
Bible 

+ 
AD BC 

O.T. N.T. 

Two Halves 
 

 

Library of 66 Books! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

= One Bible
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+ 
AD BC 

O.T. N.T. 

39 Books 

Old Testament 

27 Books 

New Testament 

Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua 

Judges 

Ruth 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel 

1 Kings 

2Kings 

1 Chronicles 

2 Chronicles 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

Esther 

Job 

Psalms 

Proverbs 

Ecclesiastes 

Song of 

Solomon 
 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Lamentations 

Ezekiel 

Daniel 

Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 

Obadiah 

Jonah 

Micah 

Nahum 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 

Matthew 

Mark 

Luke 

John 

Acts 

Romans 

1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Galatians 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

1Thessalonians 

2 Thessalonians 

1 Timothy 

2 Timothy 

Titus 

Philemon 

Hebrews 

James 

1 Peter 

2 Peter 

1 John 

2 John 

3 John 

Jude 

Revelation 
 

66 Bible Books 
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Other Names for Bible: 

Bible Books Show Jesus 

Christ Centered Books! 
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Holy 
Bible 

A Library of 66 Books! 

Library  

66 Books 

Book 
 

Chapter 

1 

 
 

"In the beginning God 

created the Heavens and 

the earthéò 

Genesis 1:1 

 

Chapter 1:Verse 

 
1 {Verse(s)} 
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God 

2 Timothy 3:16 ï (NIV ï New International Version) 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness.  

  

YOU & Ié 

énow have Godôs Word!  

2 Timothy 3:16 - (NIrV ïNew International readers Version) 

ñGod has breathed life into all of Scripture. It is useful 

for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting 

our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole 

again. It is useful for training us to do what is right.ò Inspiration  

Godôs thoughts & words! 

In-SPIRIT-way 

How did we get our Bible? 

Inspiration  
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Deuteronomy 4:2 
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WORD STUDY:  
 

1. Bib le:  Jesusô Book, Scripture 

2. Scripture:  Bible 

3. Faith:   Trust, believe Jesus is your Savior. 

4. Inspiration/Inspired: Godôs thoughts and words given to man.  Holy Spirit 
gives the words, God breathed 

5. Salvation:  God gives me freedom from sin through Jesus. 

6. Savi or:   A person who makes us free.  Jesus makes us free from sin. 

7. Sinner:   A person who does wrong.  We are all sinners because we all do wrong. 

 
 

Prayer :  Dear God, Thank You for give us Your Word.   
Please guide our study and learning in Your Word.   

Help our faith to grow strong.  In Your Holy Name.  Amen  
 
 
 
 

HOME PRACTICE:  

 

1. Practice remembering Bible Verse:  2 Timothy 3:16  

2. Practice find these verse in your Bible:  Genesis 1:1, Psalm 51:5, John 3:16, Ephesians 
2:8-9, Romans 6:23 

3. Practice remembering the books of the New Testament : 

 

Matthew 
Mark  
Luke 
John  
Acts 
 
 

Romans 
1 & 2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Colossians 
1 & 2 Thessalonians 
1 & 2 Timothy  
Titus 
Philemon 

Hebrews 
James 
1 & 2 Peter 
1, 2, & 3 John 
Jude 
Revelation 
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Name:__________________ 

LESSON 1 
 
QUESTIONS :  

1. What is the best book? 

2. What are the two parts of the Bible?  

a. ___________________________________________ 

b. ___________________________________________ 

3. What are the two important things the Bible tells us?  

a. ___________________________________________ 

b. ___________________________________________ 

4. Who speaks to us in the Bible? 

5. What does ñinspiration/inspiredò mean? 

6. What should we do with our Bible? 

7. How many books are in the Old Testament? 

8. How many books are in the New Testament? 

9. What is the fi rst book in the Old Testament? 

10. What is the first book in the New Testament?  

11. What are other names for the Bible? 

12. Who is the center of the Bible? 

13. In your Bible, what page is Joshua 1:9 _______ and Ephesians 2:8-9 _______.  

14. Write the missing words for the Bib le verses: 2 Timothy 3:16  

God has ____________ life into all of ____________.  
 
It is useful for __________ us what is true.  
 
It is useful for correcting our______________.  
 
It is useful for making our lives _____________ again.  
 
It is useful for training us to do what is ______________. 
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Lesson 2: Law & Gospel  

(Each lesson will have a story to remember and share) 

 

The Loving Father  

(The Prodigal (lost) Son) 

Read Luke 15:11-32 

 

Jesusô story to show our Sin 
and Godôs Forgiveness 

 

The Ten Commandments teach 
us Godôs Law.  No one obeys 
Godôs Law perfectly.  When we 
donôt obey any Commandment, 
we sin.   

Example:   Honor father and mother - Law 

   Father forgive son - Gospel 

 

How do we break Godôs Law? 

We sin  (break Godôs law) in two ways:  

1. We do BAD THING s. (Commission)  (James 1:15) 

2. We DO NOT DO GOOD THINGS . (Ommission)  (James 4:17) 

 

What is Godôs punishment for sin? 

The Bible teaches:  Romans 6:23 

Á Sin brings death and suffering. 

Á Sin finally brings suffering in hell.  

Godôs LAW  shows that we are sinners and we cannot save ourselves.  Romans 3:23 

The Law shows Godôs wrath/His anger against our sins. 
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What can I do ? 

Nothing!  God gives us the answer! 

God gives GOOD NEWS!  God loves us.  Jesus paid the price to forgive our sins.   

Romans 3:24   

We name this Good News THE GOSPEL.   John 3:16 

Gospel means = Go/Spel  
God speaks > His love to us 

The Gospel teaches us that Jesus saves sinners like us.  Jesus suffered and died and felt 
hell for us.  Jesus died on the cross and accepted Godôs full punishment for our sin. 

The Gospel  also tells us that Jesus defeated (destroyed) sin, death, and the Devil.  He 
became alive again and rose from the dead.  We will also live again because Jesus gives us 
new life.  We love and trust Jesus.  We will live forever in heaven w ith Him. 

 

 

 

LAW SHOWS ME:   (Romans 3:20) GOSPEL SHOWS ME:   (John 3:16) 

Godôs Rules: 

What we must do.  

What we must not do.  

Good News: 

What God finished doing to save us. 

God is Holy. God is Love. 

God hates sin. God loves sinners. 

The Law shows us our sin The Gospel shows us our Savior. 

God must punish sin. God punished Jesus for our sin  

and God forgives sinners. 

 

 

Godôs Law is good and perfect. 

But the Law cannot  bring us to Heaven. 

Only Jesus  can bring us to Heaven.  He died for our sins. 
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 Owners Manual = Bible 

HOW CAN WE USE GODôS LAW? 
Godôs Law is good for three purposes: 
 

1.  A ñCurbò  Romans 2:14-15  

Laws stop people from doing very bad things. The Law 
helps keep peace and order in the world.  

 

2.  A ñMirrorò  Romans 7:7 

Godôs perfect Law shows us that we are dirty with sin.  
Godôs Law teaches that we are sinners; we cannot save 
ourselves. We need a Savior. 

 

3.  A ñGuideò  Psalm 119:105 

Godôs Law teaches Christians what is good to do. 
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Shows Our Sin! 
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WE fail to Love God & other people! 

Romans 6:23(a) 

When you sin, the pay 

you get is death.  
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The Bible teaches many things ï the most important is knowing Law and Gospel. 

Below is a simple list to help you remember   
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Godôs Law is good and perfect! 

Romans 7:10-11 

I found that the commandment that was 

supposed to bring life actually brought death. 

(NIrV)  

 

The Law brings sin and death. 

No one is perfect! 

The Gospel brings life forever! 

Romans 1:16 

I am not ashamed of the good 

news. It is Godôs power. And it 

will save everyone who 

believes. (NIrV) 

 

Godôs Gospel is good and perfect! 

Jesus is perfect! 
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No one is perfect! (Romans 3:23) 

 
JESUS IS PERFECT ï GODôS GOSPEL IS PERFECT  
(ROMANS 3:24) 

 
ONLY GODôS GOSPEL CAN SAVE US! 

 
ONLY GODôS WORK SAVES US! 

 
ONLY GOD SAVES US BY: 

 

¶ GRACE ONLY! 
GOD PUNISHED JESUS, WE ARE FREE (EPHESIANS 2:8-9) 

 

¶ FAITH ONLY ! 
GOD GIVES US FAITH THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT (1 CORINTHIANS 12:3) 

 

¶ SCRIPTUR E ONLY! 
ONLY IN GODôS WORD (BIBLE) WE LEARN ABOUT JESUS OUR SAVIOR (JOHN 20:30-31)
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Godôs Gospel 

John 3:16 

ñGod loved the world so much that he gave 

his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in 

him will not die but will have eternal life.ò 

(NIrV)  

God does not punish us! Why? God already 

punished Jesus on the Cross!  

 
Now God smiles on us! God loves us! God welcomes us 

into heaven as a free giftéNO CHARGEéNO COST to 

us! Hurray!  


